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The Safe Wheels / Safe Return
Partnership Program

Initiative



Mission Statement

• To create school/business/community
partnerships for the purpose of promoting
safe driving habitsto students enrolled in 
drivers education classes and to help them 
make smart choices when they are 
confronted with dangerous situations 
involving motor vehicles.



Steps to Program

Rotary Club

• Contact local high school principal or drivers education 
teacher about the program. 

• Contact a local automotive retailer regarding participation 
in the program. 

• Contact potential program presenters (police, insurance, etc.).

• Determine the best day and time for the program with 
school and dealer personnel.

• Ask for a Rotarian volunteer to help coordinate the 
program at the dealership, handle media exposure, and take 
digital pictures of the event.



SUGGESTED

PROGRAM 
PRESENTERS

AND

OBJECTIVES



Fatal Vision Goggles
• The objective is to help students recognize the

characteristicsof an intoxicated driver and how to avoid 
dangerous situations by making smart choices.



Police Officer

• The objective is to show students recent accidentsin 
the local community and how they could have been 
prevented.



The Insurance Agent

• The objective is to  inform students of the social and
economic consequencesthat occur as a result of poor 
driving habits. 



Body Shop Tour

• The objective is to 
show students 
damaged vehicles and 
the related personal
consequencesthat 
come as a result.



The Coroner

• The objective is to communicate to the students the fact 
that premature death could happen to themif they 
make poor choices regarding automotive safety.



MOTORCYCLE SAFETY
• The objective is to demonstrate the driving awareness

that is essential when operating a motorcycle. 



The Innocent Victim 

• The objective is to present a real life victim of a drunk 
driver and to relate the personal hardshipsthat have come 
as a result.



Cut-A-Way Car / Service Car

. The objective is to 
show and 
demonstratethe 
following:

1. Proper battery jumping 
2. Changing a tire
3. Electric fan hazards



Child Safety Seat

• The objective is to demonstrate to students how to 
identify improperly installed child safety seats 
and where to go to have any problems corrected.



Airbag Demonstration

• The objective is to 
show students the 
relative speed and
impact of an airbag 
safety device 
commonly used in 
new cars.



A Common Concern 
Expressed by Teens

What if I need a ride home?



'Oh my God, no!': Driver of 8 passengers charged with DUI after 4

Chicago Sun-Times, Feb 12, 2007by Kate N. Grossman

Tamy Nutoni was driving through west suburban Oswego at 7 a.m. Sunday when she saw the tell-tale signs of a serious car accident near her home on Illinois 31. 

She immediately thought of her stepdaughter, Jessica, who was supposed to be sleeping at a friend's house. Nutoni gunned it to that house. A police squad car in the driveway 
stopped her cold, she said. 

"Oh my God, no!" Nutoni yelled. 

Jessica was dead, along with three of her Oswego High School classmates. The single-car accident also critically injured another four classmates and the driver. 

Nine people -- eight of them classmates, several who had known each other since first grade -- had piled into the 2001 Infiniti sedan before the driver plowed into a utility pole 
at 2:20 a.m. Sunday. 

Police charged the driver, Sandra Vasquez, with driving under the influence of alcohol. More charges are likely, Oswego police said. Vasquez, 23, of Aurora, works at a 
Geneva nursing home and has two small children. She was several years older than her passengers, who spanned every grade at the school. 

"With those young kids, the oldest one is supposed to have some brains," Nutoni said. 

The victims' relatives and friends don't know how Vasquez and the Oswego teens ended up in the same car. 

Vasquez's father thinks his daughter offered the group a ride from a party. Visibly worn, he expressed sympathy for the victims' families. 

"I feel so bad," Jesus Vasquez said in his darkened living room. "You can never reverse that kind of tragedy." 

'A BEAUTIFUL SON' 

The students were part of a tight-knit community in Oswego, a blue-collar town of well-tended, modest homes along the Fox River 50 miles west of Chicago. 

"If you hung out with them one day, you loved them," said Alyssa Plac, one of several Oswego teens huddled at the accident site amid candles, roses and four white crosses. 
"These are the epitome of nice people." 

- Jessica Nutoni, 15, was "very high spirited, very friendly," her stepmother said. 

"She liked music, she liked to dance. . . . She loved spending time with her family." 

Jessica had six siblings. 

- Her classmate, Matthew Frank, 17, was nicknamed "Frank the Tank" because of his imposing size. 

"When he gave you a hug, it was a real hug," said his father, Brian Frank. "He was a beautiful son." 

- Tiffany Urso, 16, was beloved for her effervescent personality. "She was so bubbly and happy all the time," said Mae Anderson, whose daughter was a friend of Tiffany's. 

- The youngest victim, 14-year-old Katherine Merkel, was the baby in her family. She had four older brothers. 

"She was a sweet little princess," said her brother Robert Merkel. 

She loved spending time with friends, pompon and drawing. A strong student, she spoke just the other day about going to college, he said. 

Katherine had called her friend Matt Allseitz four or five times early Sunday, looking for a ride home. "But then she stopped calling," he said at the crash site. "She found 
a ride. She found the wrong ride."

Five people remained hospitalized Sunday night. Vasquez was in critical condition at Rush-Copley Medical Center in Aurora, where Arielle Rexford, 16, was in fair condition. 
Robert Larson, 15, was in critical condition at Good Samaritan in Downers Grove. The conditions of the other two victims -- Joshua Dillon, 16, and James McGee, 14 --
weren't available.



Chicago Sun-Times, Feb 12, 2007
by Kate N. Grossman

Katherine had called her friend Matt 
Allseitz four or five times early Sunday, 
looking for a ride home. "But then she 
stopped calling," he said at the crash 
site. "She found a ride. She found the 
wrong ride."



The Rotary Difference

+



Safe Return Program Plan

Part 1
1.    Promote the use of a Parent-Teen Driving Contract.
2.    Encourage the teen to call their parent first for a safe ride home.

Part 2
1.    Create a rotary club partnership with a local taxicab company to offer a 

free ride home to teens who have been enrolled in a drivers education 
class and have participated in the Safe Wheels/Safe Return Partnership 
Program.

2. This is a one ride‘no questions asked’ program to be used when the need 
arises.

3. One taxi voucher will be distributed to each student while attending the 
Safe Wheels/Safe Return Partnership Program.

4.    Discounted fares will be paid by the local rotary club from funds put 
aside for this purpose.



Safe Return Program Rules

1. Teen must present voucher to cab driver

2. Teen to show picture ID with home address

3. Ride mustbe to home address



P a r e n t - T e e n  D r i v in g  C o n t r a c t  
 
D r in k in g  a n d  D r i v in g  
I n  2 0 0 5 ,  d r u n k  d r iv in g  c a u s e d  o n e  o f  e v e r y  fo u r  fa ta l t e e n  c r a s h e s.  
  
I  p r o m is e  n o t  t o  d r in k  a lc o h o l o r  c o n s u m e  d r u g s  w h ic h  m a y  im p a ir  m y  d r iv in g .   
 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _          _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
T e e n  I n i t i a l s                                              C o n s e q u e n c e s  
 
S p e e d in g  a n d  T ic k e ts 
I n  2 0 0 5 ,  s p e e d - r e la t e d  c r a s h e s  a c c o u n t e d  fo e  4 4 %  o f fa t a lit ie s  a m o n g  1 5 - 2 0  y e a r  o ld s .  
 
I  p r o m is e  t o  o b e y  a ll p o s t e d  s p e e d  lim it s  w h ile  o p er a t in g  a  m o t o r  v e h ic le .  
 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _          _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
T e e n  I n i t i a l s                                              C o n s e q u e n c e s  
 
S e a tb e l t s 
U s in g  la p /s h o u ld e r  b e lt s  c a n  r e d u c e  t h e  r is k  o f  d y in g  in  a  c a r  c r a s h  b y  4 5 % .  
 
I  p r o m is e  t o  a lw a y s  u s e  m y  la p / s h o u ld e r  b e lt s  w h ile d r iv in g  o r  a s  a  p a s s e n g e r  in  a  m o t o r  
v e h ic le .  
 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _          _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
T e e n  I n i t i a l s                                              C o n s e q u e n c e s  
 
C e l l  P h o n e s ,  M u s ic ,  O th e r  D is t r a c t i o n s 
T a lk in g  o n  a  c e ll p h o n e  w h ile  d r iv in g  g iv e s  y o u  a  re a c t io n  t im e  o f a  7 0 - y e a r  o ld .  
 
I  p r o m is e  t o  p u ll o v e r  a n d  s t o p  m y  v e h ic le  w h ile  u sin g  a  c e ll p h o n e . 
 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _          _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
T e e n  I n i t i a l s                                              C o n s e q u e n c e s  
 
T e e n  D r i v e r  
 
I  p r o m is e  t o  a b id e  b y  t h e  c o n t r a c t  o u t l i n e d  a b o v e .  I f  I  b r e a k  a n y  p a r t  o f  t h i s  c o n t r a c t ,  I  w i l l  a c c e p t t h e  
c o n s e q u e n c e s .  D u r i n g  a n y  t im e  th a t  I  c a n n o t  d r i v e ,  I  w i l l  b e  r e s p o n s ib l e  fo r  m a k in g  o th e r a r r a n g e m e n t s  t o  
g e t  a r o u n d .  
 
 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _        _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
S ig n a tu r e  o f  T e e n  D r i v e r                                                        D a te  
 
P a r e n t /G u a r d ia n  
 
I  p r o m is e  t o  d o  w h a t  I  c a n  t o  h e lp  m y  te e n a g e r  s u c ce e d  i n  fo l l o w in g  t h i s  c o n t r a c t .  I  p r o m is e  t o  m a k e  tim e  
to  h e l p  m y  c h i l d  b e c o m e  a  s a fe  a n d  r e s p o n s i b l e  d r i ve r .  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  i s  a n  e v o l v i n g  c o n t r a c t  a n d  
p r o m is e  t o  m a k e  m y s e l f  a v a i l a b l e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  ru l e s  a n d  t h e i r  c o n s e q u e n c e s  w h e n  n e c e s s a r y .  
 
 
_ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _        _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
S ig n a tu r e  o f  P a r e n t ( s ) / G u a r d i a n ( s )                                         D a t e  
 





Rotary Club of Naperville

Naperville, IL

Jane Doe









From: 

LeGrand Kirk "LeGrand Kirk" <lkrinc@sbcglobal.net>

To:

rczalbowski@brandrealtyco.com
rczalbowski@brandrealtyco.com Subject: 

Fwd: LaGrange Safe Wheels pictures 

Attachments:

Attachment 1.eml

P Date: Tuesday, November 06, 2007 9:52 PM 
HTML | Plain Text | Header | Raw Content

Ron: It was a smashing success. Thanks for all your  
help! Lee Kirk Rotary Club of LaGrange

Note: forwarded message attached.

*


