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Gene Gene DrendelDrendel AwardAward

Michael will be attending the University of Illinois 

Michael Lyons
University of Illinois – College of Business

Michael will be attending the University of Illinois 
as part of the School of Business Honors 
Program.  Michael was WVHS's Senior Class 
president, three years DECA vice-president, three 
years varsity wrestling captain, member of the 
football team and the WV Youth Ambassador. 
The community demonstrated their appreciation 
for his Waubonsie Valley Pride Day when they 
made him one of their "Faces of 2008" in the 
Daily Herald.
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Jennifer will be attending Bradley University 
and majoring in elementary education. Rotary 

Jennifer Cepko
Bradley University

and majoring in elementary education. Rotary 
Interact Club has allowed me to grow as a 
community contributor and leader through 
community service. Some of my favorite Rotary 
memories include throwing a holiday party for 
Rollins Elementary, working at the Naperville 
Park District's Halloween Happenings fair, 
being a Lupus walk route director, and making 
fleece baby blankets for the Teen-Parent 
Connection. Thank you, Rotary Club of 
Naperville, for making these opportunities and 
experiences possible. 
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Rob will be attending the University of Notre 
Dame and participating in the five-year 

Robert Nelson
University of Notre Dame

Dame and participating in the five-year 
accounting program.  He feels that becoming 
involved in Naperville Central's Rotary Interact 
club has been one of the most rewarding 
experiences on my high school career. Some of 
the more memorable volunteering experiences 
were the Rollins Christmas party, Feed My 
Starving Children and the Soup's On 
event. "My membership in the club has helped 
me to develop both organizational and 
leadership skills that will benefit me throughout 
my life."
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Jennifer Cloughtley Colette JordanJennifer Cloughtley

Valerie Cosgrove

Kaleen Dolan

Raigardas Grauzinis

Steve Jaroch

Colette Jordan

Margaret Moran

Diane Partipilio

Michelle Pyskaty

David Novak
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22--Year North Central College ScholarshipYear North Central College Scholarship

Nicholas 
Salerno
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Benjamin Green

Donald HruskaDonald Hruska

Kimberly Kraska

Rhea Matar

Brandon Rivera-Melo

Abbey Storey
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“Ben will be attending the University of Iowa next 

Benjamin Green
Naperville North

“Ben will be attending the University of Iowa next 
year.  He is planning to major in Environmental 
Science.  Ben was an exceptional student at 
Naperville North andplayed football for four years.  
Ben was also involved with Young Life, Peer 
Mentoring, and First Class.  He loves nature and 
hopes to use his education to pursue this endeavor.  
He has a passion for travel and feels it is a highly 
educational experience with each trip.  He 
describes himself as having a naturally inquisitive 
nature which he believes will make him a life long 
learner.  
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Donald will be attending the University of Illinois at 
Urbana -Champaign next year and plans to study 

Donald Hruska
Naperville North

Urbana -Champaign next year and plans to study 
Computer Engineering.  Donald was on the 
Distinguish Honor Roll every semester at Naperville 
North receiving a Varsity letter and Gold Bars in 
Academics.  Donald was involved with numerous 
activities including Young Life and Naperville North 
Robotics.  He has also maintained an outside job 
while staying actively involved in school.  Donald 
states having a passion for technology and loving to 
learn how things work.  He hopes to use his 
education towards creating new technological 
advances
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Kim will be attending Butler University next year.  

Kimberly Kraska 
Neuqua Valley

Kim will be attending Butler University next year.  
She is plans to study towards a degree in 
Pharmacy.  Kim played tennis for Neuqua Valley 
where she was voted co-captain by her peers for 2 
years in a row.  She was involved in many activities 
including Star Raiders Club and Interact Club.  Kim 
enjoys all aspects of community service and she 
feels it has taught her to become more patient and 
empathetic towards others.  She also feels each 
instance inspires her to do more.  She plans to use 
this drive and compassion in pharmacy to continue 
to help others.
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Rhea will be attending the University of Dallas 

Rhea Matar
Naperville North

Rhea will be attending the University of Dallas 
(possibly the University of Illinois) .  She is looking 
to study Special Education.  Rhea ran cross country 
for Naperville North for all 4 years.  She was 
president of the Key Club Board and involved with 
numerous activities including Special Olympics 
Basketball peer leader and Council for Exceptional 
Children.  She feels that each volunteer experience 
has taught her a valuable life lesson.  She hopes to 
use her education to improving the education of the 
less fortunate.
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Brandon will be attending Northwestern 

Brandon Rivera-Melo
Naperville Central

Brandon will be attending Northwestern 
University next year.  He is looking to major in 
Biomedical Engineering hoping to continue to 
medical school.  Brandon was an active member of 
the Rotary Interact Club and an outstanding 
student at Naperville Central .  Brandon played an 
active role in school district 203 computer 
redeployment program, taking retired district 
computers, refurbishing them, and donating them 
to needy junior high and high school children.  He 
hopes to utilize his education in the fight against 
diabetes.
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Abbey will be attending the University of Illinois at 

Abbey Storey
Naperville Central

Rotary Club of Naperville SunriseRotary Club of Naperville Sunrise
Pursuit of Life AwardPursuit of Life Award

Abbey will be attending the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign next year.  She plans to major 
in Special Education with a minor in Journalism and 
Spanish.   She was on the dive team all 4 years at 
Naperville Central and was the senior team captain.  
Abbey was an outstanding student involved with 
numerous activities including being an Adapted 
Helper and Special Olympics Track Leader.  She 
believes that volunteering is an enriching experience 
and always brings pleasure to her life.  She hopes to 
use her education to continue to help others in need.  
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Gale Holladay-Baxter

Tanya Wohlford
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Gale is a single working mother of two children, one of 
whom may never be able to live independently. Gale's 

Gail Holladay-Baxter
Waubonsee Community College

whom may never be able to live independently. Gale's 
life experiences motivated her to enroll in the Human 
Services department where she is in pursuit to earn 
certification in addictions counseling and a degree.

Her ultimate goal is to gain employment where she can 
work with mentally ill substance abusers.

"This journey began in an effort to help my children, but 
has turned into a goal much broader... I've been told I 
have 'a gift' for dealing with people in various phases of 
mental illness. If that's true, I'd like to use this gift to help 
others live their lives to their fullest capacity
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Tanya is a single mother who has been working full time 
to raise her 18-year-son son since he was four weeks 
old. She's enrolled at Waubonsee Community College 

Tanya Wohlford
Waubonsee Community College

old. She's enrolled at Waubonsee Community College 
determined to finish her prerequisites to enter the nursing 
program. She applied for financial assistance in pursuit of 
her lifelong dream to become a registered nurse.

Tanya wrote, "I feel rejuvenated in class although I am the 
oldest one…my life experience has helped me. I am there 
because I want to be. ... My priorities are my family. 
However, without a better education and, eventually, a 
better paying job, I might not be able to achieve these 
important goals. ... I will do anything and be one of your 
best students if given the opportunity to stay and 
complete my education."
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College of College of DuPageDuPage

Two awards will be granted by the fall term
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John Colucci

The Polivka Family



You're a grand old flag,
You're a high flying flag
And forever in peace may you wave.
You're the emblem of
The land I love.
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The land I love.
The home of the free and the brave.

Ev'ry heart beats true

'neath the Red, White and Blue,
Where there's never a boast or brag.

Should auld acquaintance be forgot,

Keep your eye on the grand old flag.



Is it the TRUTH? Is it the TRUTH? 

Is it FAIR to all concerned? Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER 
FRIENDSHIPS? FRIENDSHIPS? 

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 


